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DEQ PREPARING FOR A
CHALLENGING OZONE SEASON
ALL AROUND THE STATE

ay 1 to Sept. 30 is considered ozone season in

Louisiana and this year, the state will have 11 par-
ishes that have been recommended for nonattainment
status for the pollutant ozone. They are the pve-parish
Baton Rouge area of East and West Baton Rouge,
Iberville, Ascension and Livingston parishes plus Cad-
do, Lafayette, Point Coupee, St John the Baptist, La-
fourche and Jefferson parishes.

In preparation for these expanded nonattainment ar-
eas, DEQ did many things. When it became appar-
ent, with the new more stringent ozone standard, that
many areas other then Baton Rouge could be out of
attainment, DEQ formed the Statewide Ozone Steering
Committee. This committee was made up of a variety
of interested parties such as federal, state and local
governments as well as industry, community groups
and environmental groups. The Ozone Steering Com-
mittee went to see local governments and regional
planning commissions to discuss the impacts on health
and economics as it relates to the new standard. Then
they gave eight presentations on the impact of the new
ozone standard for the public.

For the newly included parishes, 2009 will be an im-
portant year. Many of them are close to meeting the
new standard and a year without exceedances could
keep them in attainment. The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency will not make pnal designations until March
12, 2010.

This year, DEQ will be forecasting ozone and PM 2.5,
pne particle pollution, and showing the data on the
DEQ website www.deg.louisiana.gov. Ozone Action
Days will be called when the Air Quality Index shows
orange. Ozone Action Days will be forecast for all af-
fected areas.

When an Ozone Action Day is called in your area there
are many things an individual can do to help prevent
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the formation of ozone. You can drive less, walk and
bike more; carpool, rideshare or ride the bus; care for
your car; fuel when it's cool; conserve energy in your
home; buy energy efpcient items; use gasoline motors
after 6 p.m.; and, spread the word about protecting our
air and environment. For more information go to www.
deg.louisiana.gov.

Protecting our air and environment is everyone's re-
sponsibility. Be part of the solution.
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DEQ’S BASELINE MONITORING TEAM
TESTS GROUNDWATER AT WELLS
ACROSS THE STATE

ince 1990, DEQ’s Baseline Monitoring Program has

been actively testing groundwater at wells all over
Louisiana. “The program determines and monitors the
quality of groundwater in wells across the state,” said
John Jennings, Baseline Monitoring Program Manager.
“We periodically track the groundwater quality in those
wells and note any changes that may be seen.”

The program does not apply to surface water and pri-
vate or home-based wells.

While well owners and operators need not sign up for
inspection, participation in the program is voluntary.
DEQ’s Baseline Monitoring Team reviews a statewide
well registry which is maintained by the Department of
Transportation and Development. Upon contacting a
well operator or owner from that registry, a visit to that
respective well is arranged. During the testing phase,
sampling is done for pesticides, nutrients, inorganic
compounds, Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) and
semi-VOCs.

DEQ does not have regulatory enforcement authority
over contaminated groundwater in these wells, how-
ever, if contamination of groundwater is found, DEQ
can consult with the Department of Health and Hospi-
tals for corrective or enforcement action. “The Baseline
Monitoring Program is the only continuously operat-
ing statewide program that monitors the quality of the
state’s groundwater from an ambient perspective. We
do not target contaminated groundwater. If we pnd it,
thatls good; if thereds none to pnd, thatis even better,
said Jennings.

Results have been quite positive thus far, as Jennings
noted that many of the aquifers in Louisiana have some
of the best groundwater that can be found anywhere.
“You can see how important it is to keep a watchful eye
on this program,” he said.
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Sampling an “air-lift” well that supplies a stock pond.

Funded by the Environmental Protection Agency under
the Clean Water Act, over 250 wells are in the state-
wide system, with approximately 65-70 wells undergo-
ing sampling each year. The wells are inspected on a
3-year rotation which begins every July.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE

hen a train derailed in Plaguemine on March 7,

the Department of Environmental Quality was
one of many state and local emergency responders on
the scene. While the derailment was the highest prople
event of the weekend, it wasn’t the only one.

On Friday, the emergency response after-hours team
was working on a dumping incident near Gonzales
from 9 p.m. -1 a.m. Then, on Saturday while much of
the staff was working on the derailment, another emer-
gency response call came in concerning a discharge of
material on Airline Highway in Baton Rouge.

“March 7 was not a typical day in emergency response,”
said Environmental Manager with DEQ’s Emergency
Response Division Peter Ricca. “The events of that
weekend showed that we are an experienced team.
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