MISSION

The Lower Mississippi River Conservation Committee
(LMRCC), established in 1994, promotes the restoration and
wise use of the Lower Mississippi River’s natural resources
through cooperation, planning, management, education,
advocacy, and research.The LMRCC is a coalition of 12
state natural resource conservation and environmental
quality agencies in Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Missouri, and Tennessee.

HISTORY

The LMRCC was initiated by a resolution of the Mississippi
Chapter of the American Fisheries Society calling on Arkansas,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee

to create an interagency body to develop a cooperative
approach to managing the fisheries and recreational resources
of the Lower Mississippi River.

COLLABORATION AND LEADERSHIP

B Providing a regional forum for conservation
stakeholders for more than 30 years, enabling
coordinated ecosystem restoration across six
states.

B Establishing a strategic platform for aligning
priorities, leveraging resources, and turning
science-based knowledge into on-the-ground
restoration actions.

HABITAT RESTORATION

M Reestablished connectivity to more than
I 15 miles of secondary river channels since
2006.

B Enhanced floodplain habitat and fisheries at
Richard K.Yancey WMA in Louisiana.

B Completed restoration at Lake Perry
Martin in Mississippi.

M Restored more than 32,000 acres of flood-
prone land in the active floodplain.

NATURAL RESOURCES
SCIENCE AND MANAGEMENT

M Served as a primary partner in the Lower
Mississippi River Resource Assessment, the
first comprehensive natural resources study in
decades.

B Completed the Hatchie-Loosahatchie

Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration Study
in 2024.
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Endangered Pallid Sturgeon captured and released near Port Gibson, Mississippi.

ECONOMIC
PROFILE

Discover our

online fishing
guide, economic
profiles, project
descriptions,and
more at Imrcc.org

Member Agencies (12) and State Representatives

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission - Eric Brinkman, LMRCC Chair
Arkansas Department of Energy and Environment - Jim Wise

Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources - Jeff Ross, LMRCC Chair-Elect
Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet - Melanie Arnold

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries - Raynie Harlan

Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality - Amanda Marshall
Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks - Jerry Brown
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality - Tom Sullivan

Missouri Department of Conservation - Matt Vitello

Missouri Department of Natural Resources - Michael Weller

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency - Jason Henegar

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation - Karina Bynum

CONTACT INFORMATION
LMRCC Coordinator:Angie Rodgers, angeline_rodgers@fws.gov

Watch our videos:
youtube.com/@LMRCCvideos

CASE STUDY

The LMRCC was a primary partner

in the Lower Mississippi River
Resource Assessment, the region’s
first comprehensive natural resources
study in decades.The assessment
covered information needs, habitat
needs, and recreation and access needs.
A report to Congress recommended
three overarching programs and a
variety of studies and projects to
improve management of the Lower
Mississippi River, including feasibility
studies for eight identified conservation
reaches. The Hatchie-Loosahatchie
Mississippi River Ecosystem Restoration
Study was completed in 2024.
Authorization to move the Hatchie-
Loosahatchie project into planning,
engineering, design, and construction
was granted by Congress in Water
Resources Development Act of 2024.

Hatchie-Loosahatchie Mississippi
River Ecosystem Restoration
Study: The study investigated loss

of habitat complexity and identified
opportunities for habitat restoration
that are compatible with existing
navigation and flood-control priorities.
The study identified 38 conservation
measures and two recreational
measures for implementation in this
39-mile stretch of river to restore
ecological structure and function to a
mosaic of habitats, including floodplains,
secondary channels, gravel bars,
meander scarps, and oxbow lakes.
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